X

FOOD,   CLOTHES,  QUEUES,   BLACK   MARKET

WHAT are living conditions like in France now?

My purpose here is not to detail the food rations allowed
to the French. These vary according to age, to profession,
to fresh restrictions and to the time of year.

First, it will be as well to describe the food card. This
is of thin card, folded in two, bearing the holder's name
and civil status on the cover. It is made valid by being
signed and stamped. The last page of the cover contains
instructions and a description of breaches of the law
relating to the card. It is valid for one year.

Inside the card is fixed a sheet divided into squares,
each square bearing several letters of the alphabet. The
square DA gives the right to X grammes or kilos of
potatoes, according to current official announcements.
Thanks to these letters, every article of food may be
subjected to restrictions from one day to the next.

Thus, for example, the sale of tomatoes, which had
become scarce, remained uncontrolled. They could be
obtained if one enjoyed the goodwill of a greengrocer,
but towards the end of December it was suddenly decided
that one of the letters on the food-card should give each
person the right to a half-kilo of tomatoes. Whenever a
supply came to hand, the fact was announced as usual by
the Press, radio, and public notices.

From then on, it became impossible to obtain tomatoes
except by registering with a shop. The sale was con-
trolled. Not an ounce above the ration could be secured
without recourse to the black market, of which there is
more later.

The same thing has happened with oranges, and, over
a longer period, with macaroni and similar p&tes, coffee,
rice, dried pulses, jam, honey, chocolate, etc.

Each month, in the town halls and schools, ration
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